LANDING on the Mississippi
bank, a French party from
New Orleans establishes the
site of St. Louis. Under the
command of Pierre Laclede
Ugliest, they poled their way
1,000 miles up the river to
set up a trading post. From
here the famed coureurs de
bois coursed over plains and
up mountains hunting pelts.

TRADING, a Frenchman and
an Indian haggle over prices
of fur. Since both sides prof-
ited, these fur deals were one
of the principal reasons the
French got along so well with
the Indians. But once the in-
evitable farmer came to clear
the fields for crops, trapping
ended and the French and
Indians alike left the area.

DANCING on the Sabbath,
the inhabitants of a town in
Illinois take partners for the
Sunday night entertainment.
All the villagers attend, rank
is put aside and the; garrison
commander may dance with
the daughter of a voyagmr.
Even the village priest drops
in for a short while during
the early part of the evening.

